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VIDE! A SAID UITH REGARD 10 THE RECENT PAST THAT 
•ARGENTINA NAS NOTHING TO HIDE AND NOTHING OF WHICH 
TO REPENT.* jj £ DEFENDED THE GOVERNMENT'S LAW .Of 
PRESUMPT I VE DEATH AND ADDED THAT -II nr must no J1S 


B. DISAPPEAREDS 

VIDELA SAID THAT NOTHING COULD BE DONE FOR THE, 
DISAPPEAREDS, BECAUSE THEY ARE 'NOT ENTITIES.* THEY 
1 gVL" l, »L ITT7FS 6 Eaq nor time.- <’if the disappeared 

WIRE TO REAPPEAR Yii WOULD RECEIVE TREATMENT ’ X' , BUT 
'lT THE DISAPPEARANCE WERE A CERTAINTY - HIS DEATH 
WOULD RECEIVE ANOTHER TREATMENT. DURING THE TIME 
ONE IS DISAPPEARED HIS CASE CANNOT RECEIVE SPECIAL 
TREATMENT BECAUS E HE IS A NON-ENTITY NFITHER DEAD 
OR ALIVE, ■) AS FOR THO SE UHOFR A RREST EACH CASE 
HAS TO BE STUDIED AND - DEPENDING OH THE FINDINGS - 






1. YESTERDAY DECEMBER 13 PRESIDENT VIDELA HELD AN 
EIGHTY MINUTE PRESS CONFERENCE IN WHICH HE DISCUSSED 
NUMEROUS TOPICS, INCLUDING THE POLITICAL PLAN AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS. 

2. DOMESTIC POLITICS 

A. THE POLITICAL PLAN 

VIDELA, WHEN QUESTIONED ON THE POLITICAL PLAN (DUE TO 
BE RELEASED Oil DECEMBER 19), STATED THAT SOME WOULD BE 
DISAPPOINTED WHEN THEY DISCOVERED THAT IT DOES NOT 
MENTION ELECTIONS. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT ARGENTINA 
WAS BEGINNING TO TAKE STEPS TOWARDS DEMOCRATIZATION 
IN WHICH BOTH CIVILIAN AND MILITARY WOULD TAKE PART. 
ACCORDING TO VIOEIA THERE WOULD BE NO CIVILIAN-MILITARY 
PACT; INSTEAD THE MILITARY AND CIVILIAN SECTORS WOULD 
BE 'COINCIDING 111 A COMMON OBJECTIVE.' EVEN THOUGH 
HE STATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD TRY TO ENCOURAGE 
ALL SECTORS OF THE POPULATION TO PARTICIPATE (EXCLUD- 
ING EXTREMISTS), HE WAS VAGUE AS TO WHAT FORM THIS 
PARTICIPATION WOULD TAKE. (AT ANOTHER POINT HE SlAO 
THAT "JUST TO BE AN ARGENTINE” CONSTITUTES PARTICIPA- 
TION. 

B. LABOR 

VIDELA STATED THAT OPPOSITION TO THE NEW LABOR LAW BY 

h? ffirnro ubm eiit hr - 

miATvOIDED REFERRING TO THE C.U. T.A. BY NAME) 

WAS A PU REL Y POL I T I CAL AC T, AND THAT THEY DID NOT 
"REPRESENT THE FEELINGS OF THE COMMON WORKER. 

C. THE ECONOMY 

'MORI OF THE SAME,' VIDELA INDICATED. THERE WILL EE 
NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE OF PLANS I'OR PERSONALITIES. 

D. PRESIDENTIAL MANDATE 

VIDELA TOLD REPORTERS THAT UNLESS HE FELT HE SHOULD 
STEP DOWN FOR PERSONAL REASON, OR UNLESS “THOSE WHO 
GAVE HIM THE MANDATE" DECIDED THAT HE SHOULD STEP 
DOWN, HE SAW NO REASON WHY HE SHOULD NOT REMAIN IN ■ 
OFFICE UNTIL 13£1. 

E. MRS. PERON 

VIDELA DENIED A RECENT SPATE OF PRESS STORIES SUGGEST- 
ING THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL 
IN WINNING MRS. PERON - S RELEASE TO TRAVEL THERE. 

IN REGARD TO THE PERQN 1ST PARTY, VIDELA SAID. _£E£flfl^ 

H CAN LUKtfivL-HrrDLMOCBACY.IT HAS _IQ CEASE BE ijjj 
A DEMAGOGIC PARTY AND BECOME A DEMOCRATIC ONE. 


CONTINUED IMPRIS ONMENT. 

3. TERRORISM 

VIDELA STATEO THAT DESPITE THE RECENT FLURRY OF TERRORIST 
ACTIVITY THE MILITARY HAS BASICALLY BEEN VICTORIOUS, 

BUT MUST REMAIN ALERT SINCE THERE COUL D BE prruflBFHPF _ 
OF TFRflpp. Z£I ACTS O F AN IDEOLOGICAL gPkM ILITARV NA TURE. 

4. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

VIDELA REFUTED THOSE WHO FELT ARGENTINA HAS NO REAL 
FOREIGN POLICY BY STATING THAT THE GOA'S GOALS WERE 
TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH ITS NEIGHBORS, AND TO 
EXPAND RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES (OUTSIDE OF 
LATIN AMERICA! WITHOUT SACRIFICING IDEOLOGICAL 
BELIEFS. 
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2. HUMAN RIGHTS 

A. THE POPE'S COMMENTS ON DISAPPEAREDS 
THE COMMENTS MADE BY POPE JOH N PAUL II IN LATE QSTOBFt 
CONCERNING DISAPPEARED:. WERE NOT -- ACCp RDI | JG JO 

v TSLU - - nmmiu OT Arg entina" 'bu t to ail countries. 

THEY CONSTITUTE - A FleI FOR THE PKL SLHVaI' 1 HUfW. ' * 
DIGNITY. AT ANOTHER POINT DFTiVpRESS CONFERENCE 
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